MIDDLETON TATE JOHNSON
APRIL 13, 1809 — MAY 13, 1866

Middleton Tate Johnson was born to Mathew Claiborne Johnson and
Rhoda Hawkins Johnson in Spartanburg District South Carolina.

An 1810 Census Record was found for his father, head of the
household, living in Spartanburg South Carolina but only his name is
listed. The census records noted how many male adults, male
children, female adults and female children were living in the
household.

He married Vienna Parker about 1830 in Alabama, according to
family history, but no marriage record was found.

The 1840 Census Record, records M. Johnson living in Shelby County,
Alabama with 2 male children, 1 adult female and 1 female child.

The 1850 Census Record, records M. T. Johnson, 40, living in the
Navarro District, Tarrant County, Texas with his wife Vienna, 37, and
sons Thomas J., 15, a Benjamin H. 11 and daughters, Elisabeth, 11
and Rhoda, 8, M.T. Jr., 5 and Fatime, 2.

No 1860 Census Records exist for Tarrant County, but the 1860 Tax
Rolls for Tarrant County, show M. T. Johnson owning much land.

Family history states that two more children were born after 1850,
Sarah M. born in 1850 after the census was recorded and Vienna
born in 1852 for a total of nine children. However, an Affidavit of
Heirship for M. T. Johnson, sworn to by M. J. Brinson on February 3,
1888 and recorded in the Tarrant County Records, only mentions 8
since Fatime died at 3 years of age.

M. T. Johnson’s wife, Vienna died in 1858. He remarried June 15,
1860 at the First Baptist Church in Galveston, Texas to Mary Louise
Power Givens, widow of Newton Curd Givens, who served in the
Mexican War and died at Camp Floyd, Fairfield, Utah.



According to an entry on Ancestry web site, Mary Louise Givens
Johnson and M.T. Johnson had one child, Louise Johnson born in
1861-1863. Mary Louise Johnson died in May 1867 in Texas, 1 year
after M. T. Johnson died. The child is not named in the above
mentioned Affidavit of Heirship or in the Administration of M. T.
Johnson’s Estate. It is not known where Mary Louise Johnson is
buried as no death certificate was found. However, a birth record
was found and she was born in Barlestone, Leicester, England
September 2, 1836 to Charles Power and Martha Harvey. It is not
known what became of her child Louise Johnson.

One history writer in the Texana regarding Camp Cooper mentions an
article that appeared in the Dallas Herald, February 27, 1861
mentioning Col. Johnson and Lady (his second wife) who were in
Camp Cooper, he having left the Texas Rangers in October of 1860
and was a private citizen.

It is well known that M. T. Johnson was prominent in the shaping of
Texas and especially Tarrant County. He ran for Governor several
times but was never elected. He died April 13, 1866 on a trip home
from Austin and was originally buried in the Texas State Cemetery.
He was later reinterred in the Col. Middleton Tate Johnson Plantation
Cemetery in Arlington, Texas.

M. T. Johnson’s father, Mathew Caliborne Johnson probably came to
Texas with his son and eventually settled in Rusk County and died
there in 1853. M. T. Johnson had 9 siblings. His mother died in 1839
in Alabama before M. T. and his family and probably his father
migrated to Texas.

Complete information can be read in the research file gathered for
this writing.



